
S
ometimes, as parents, 
we may feel 
frustrated that 
our child’s level 

of English isn’t where it 
should be – or we feel 
that after learning 
English for a certain 
amount of time, our 
son or daughter should 
be able to speak fluently. 
We shouldn’t be too ambitious, however; 
everyone learns at a different pace, and 
if you think about it, even if your child 
goes to a university where English is the 
mode of instruction, speaking won’t be 
the most required skill. Students need to 
listen and write well, and be able to read 
and understand a vast amount of written 
texts. It helps, therefore, to know what 
our goals are, what we want to achieve. 
And as parents and teachers, it’s our job 
to help. So what can we do?
Our children should be exposed to 
English as much as possible. If you 
are comfortable speaking in English, 
perhaps you can choose a day when 
you only talk in English at home. There 
may be resistance from your child, he 
or she may answer you back in Turkish, 
but be persistent. After a while, you can 
be assured that their ear for English will 
develop.
Your child can listen to music too. 
Consider how easily young learners 
pick up song lyrics – without really 
understanding what it is they are hearing 
or singing. As well as music, even 

watching TV can be of benefit. One of 
my biggest breakthroughs with Turkish 
came when I started to read subtitles 
while I was watching a program.
Reading – we all know its importance. We 
should encourage our children to read 
as much as possible so that it becomes 
a habit. I believe in consistency: small 
steps, repeated often. Your child can, for 
example, read for thirty minutes a day. 
Fifteen minutes in the morning before 
school, and fifteen minutes before going 
to bed. Hopefully, as parents we can 
reach the point where our children want 
to read of their own accord, where they 
don’t need to be reminded.
Travelling to different countries, going 
to places where English is the common 
tongue, will force us/our children to use 
the language. Whether it be asking for 
directions, ordering a hamburger or 
a cappuccino, having no other choice 
but to speak English will mean one’s 
language skills will develop by necessity.
I hope these bitesize snippets of 
information have helped. I haven’t really 
said anything that isn’t already known, 
but sometimes reading or hearing from 
a fresh source can provide perspective. 
And that’s what I think is important: 
perspective. Ask yourself: What do I 
really want for my children? And how do 
I help them achieve that? Follow some 
of the steps above, be consistent, be 
patient. Remember, learning English is a 
marathon, not a sprint. 

Edward COOPER
English Teacher

HAFTANIN ETKİNLİKLERİ
15.04.2019 Pazartesi
08:40 Türkçe 2.Sınavı (Gr8)
16:20 Basketbol Okulu/Piyano Okulu
16:20 Bireysel Destek Prog.Gr8 –
 (Tür/Mat/Fen/Sos)
16.04.2019 Salı
08:40 Din K. 2.Sınavı (Gr8)
09:50 Yüzme (Gr4)
16:20 Modern Dans Atöl./Piyano Okulu 
16:20 Bireysel Destek Prog.Gr8-Din.K.
17.04.2019 Çarşamba
08:40 TC. İnkilap T. 2.Sınavı (Gr8)
09:50 Yüzme (Gr1)
12:30 Tenis (Preschool)
15:40 Basketbol Okulu/ Keman Okulu
15:40 Bireysel Destek Prog.Gr8 - 
 (Tür/Mat/Fen/Sos)
18.04.2019 Perşembe
08:40 İngilizce 2.yazılısı (Gr8)
15:40 Keman Okulu
15:50 İngilizce Destek Programı
19.04.2019 Cuma
08:40 Fen Bilimleri 2.Sınavı  (Gr8)
10:30 “Odamda Sincap Var” 
 Tiyatro AKM.(Preschool,Gr1)
14:00 Binicilik sporu tanıtım gezisi 
 (Gr567)
13:25 Bireysel destek Programı (Gr8)
15:40 Çocuk Sanat Atölyesi /Satranç
20.04.2018 Cumartesi
09:00 Randevulu veli toplantısı 
 (Preschool)
09:00 Destek Programı (Gr678)
09:54 Jimnastik Kursu(Preschool)
10:50 Jimnastik Kursu (Primary)
12:00 Yaratıcı Drama Atöl. (Preschool)
13:00 Yaratıcı Drama Atöl. (Primary)

           HAFTANIN SÖZÜ           

 GEÇEN HAFTANIN CEVABI  
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GETTING BETTER AT ENGLISH:                                                            
SOME PRACTICAL STEPS



Atık malzemeleri kullanarak oluşturduğu 
“ARABAM” adlı çalışması ile Gr5 
Kuzey Uraltaş Mart ayı sanatçısı oldu. 
Öğrencimizi kutluyor, başarılarının 
devamını diliyoruz.

On Thursday, 
7th March we 
had a trip to 
the butterfly 
farm in Beykoz. 
It was a long 
drive but we 
got to see 
the beautiful 
countryside on 
the way. When 
we arrived we 
made our way 
inside. We 
walked past 
some dogs, 
rabbits, ducks 
and geese – it 
was just like a 
farm. We then went inside where a lady gave 
us a talk and played us a video about the life 
cycle of a butterfly. This linked in perfectly with 
what we were learning about in class as our 
class day drama was ‘The Hungry Caterpillar.’ 

After the talk, 
we got to view 
a cabinet full of 
chrysalises. It 
was very nice 
to see what 
they look like 
in real life. The 
most exciting 
part of our trip 
was when we 
went inside 
the butterfly 
farm. Inside it 
was very hot, 
to create the 
perfect living 
conditions for 
the butterflies. 

There were lots of butterflies – some big, some 
small, all different colours. To end off our trip, we 
did an activity outside, which was great because 
it was perfect weather to be outdoors......

PRESCHOOLERS BUTTERFLY FARM TRIP

Our Gr8 
students visited 
Down Cafe in 
Mecidiyeköy in 
company with 
their teachers 
last week. They 
had a lunch 
together in the 
cafe operated 
by young people 
with Down’s 
syndrome. 
They embraced 
a warm and 
loving welcome 
before the hot 
and delicious 
meals. When 
they sat down at the tables, they began to get 
to know each other beginning with the table 
service; writing the resume on them belonging 

to the people 
working there 
with down 
syndrome. 
They served 
the meals which 
their mothers 
prepared 
with respect, 
love and 
courtesy and 
our students 
were able 
to recognize 
Down’s 
syndrome 
through their 
friendly and 
cheerful 

conversations. Our students realized one more 
time that this genetic circumstance is not an 
obstacle but only our difference.

IF LOVE IS THE MATTER; NO 1 IS EITHER MORE OR LESS


